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- What’s Protected? m Protection Lasts for:

Utility
Patent

Design

Patent
Copyright

Trade

Secret

Trademark

Inventions

Ornamental (non functional)

designs

Books, photos, music, fine art,
graphic images, videos, films,
architecture, computer programs

Formulas, methods, devices or
compilations of information which
is confidential and gives a
business an advantage

Words, symbols, logos,
designs, or slogans that
identify and distinguish
products or services

iPod, chemical fertilizer,
process of manipulating
genetic traits in mice

Unique shape of electric
guitar, design for a lamp

Michael Jackson’s Thriller
(music, artwork and video),
Windows operating system

Coca-Cola formula, survey
methods used by a pollster,
new invention for which patent
application has not been filed

Coca-Cola name and
distinctive logo, Pillsbury
doughboy character

20 years from the date of
filing regular patent
application

14 years

The life of the author plus 70
years (or for some works, 95
years from first publication)

As long as information
remains confidential and
functions as a trade secret

As long as business continuously
uses trademark in connection
with goods or services



